Implications for cardiac surgery in patients with factor XII deficiency.
Factor XII deficiency is associated with a prolonged activated partial thromboplastin time and activated clotting time used for monitoring during cardiopulmonary bypass. It does not predispose to an increased risk of bleeding. We present the strategy used for a case of coronary artery bypass grafting in a patient with factor XII deficiency, followed by a brief discussion of the important clinical considerations when patients with factor XII deficiency undergo cardiac surgery. Monitoring of heparin and the avoidance of anti-fibrinolytic agents are the main intraoperative issues. Postoperative care must include careful thromboembolic prophylaxis and vigilance against infection.